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during his absence. Each translated his demands into cash,
and the total amounted to eleven hundred rubles. Dostoevsky
had exactly one thousand rubles.
"You see, my dear Anna," he said, ''fate is against us. If
we go abroad in the spring, we shall need two thousand
rubles, and we have barely one-half of this amount. If we
stay in Russia, we shall be able to live comfortably for two
months."
In the meantime the creditors renewed their attacks and
threatened Dostoevsky with imprisonment. He wrote, "To
go to the debtors5 prison might have been useful to me from
a certain point of view. I would have gathered material for
another House of the Dead, which would have meant a profit
of from four to five thousand rubles. But I had just got mar-
ried, and I was not sure at all whether I could endure the
intense summer heat in the Tarasov House [the debtors'
prison]."
Anna Grigorievna, advised by her mother, suggested to
her husband that they pawn the furniture which was in her
own name. She would rather lose her possessions than remain
exposed to the smoldering hostility of the family. Moreover,
there seemed to be no other way out, for Feodor Mikhailo-
vich was liable to being sent to prison any day by his cred-
itors. Reluctantly Dostoevsky accepted his young wife's first
sacrifice.
On April 12, the appraisers came to look at Anna Gri-
gorievna's humble furniture. On April 14, at five in the after-
noon, the couple left St. Petersburg, to which they were not
to return for four years.